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Dear Gary, 

If Ned is interested in an appraisal of Roberts and of hi* role and depednability 
asa critic of "critics 11 , that touted Hewsweek piece provides a good measure* 

What a uhdidish ifipsetinisml 

To know southing about the U-2 a radar operator, with crypto and at least 
aecret clearance, with intiminate knowledge of even tba then^unknown height-seeking 
radar, had to have access to tlui hnagers? What did ha do with his radar, scratch 
his crotch* 

Wo thou t checking the quotes, I think LHC's statement about giving away secrets 
was mor© specific* 

r f&iu is not to suggest that he had any purpose com with the U-g, for I f d 
nt=vor beliiiVfcd that and. thought I’d talked Powers ’ ghost out of it. 

hut what kind of repertirial genius is it that lata itself be coiinfid by that 
access-t c-hangs r bit? And for a rauar operator, to booii 

Didn' t the u-2s also fly out of Janta Ana? 


llo less a diversion is the suggestion that LHO might have "compromised" the U-2. 
Russian fclac ironies were not that primitive. It was no secret. And there is little 
doubt bh*ir otli-sr intelligence told t'mu all thiiy needed to kitow* 1 wiy L* wroii^, but 
X think sou* had downed in *hin& by thuii anyway* 

Froa what aborts says (I haven't s sen the file yet) there n^ver any reason 
for witib tolling to begin with. I'm not uninclined to believe thsre is what Roberts 
didn t understand* 

In its more elemental form the reporting is aeatuer* Examples not 85 “documents" 
ware declassified but aaah more documents. Files called documents were declassified 
in t®o ways; all and part* Jo, even if is is okay to confuse the word " document s" , 
taken by moat to mean a single pnper of one or mor® sheets with the strange use of 
“Documents' 1 to mean files, not all of each was released* 

I don’t means* this is aid. t picking. kith all I’m into now I write only because 
I like Ned much, he both serious and very decent, and I hate a guy like that 

to be conned by Finks* He is like I began, I guess, trusting everybody* iiut I don’t want 
him at some la tar da to to o* asking himself how did he l&t himself b^ suckered by the 
slickers. He might feel badly. Roberts is not. the firao smooth, polite, sometimes 
in tore;; ting whore, of any kind. 


